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Local Redevelopment and

Housing Law (LHRL)

Background
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ÅStatute which governs redevelopment

ÅRecognizes that some communities exhibit:

ïConditions of deterioration in physical components

ïLack of proper development

ÅSimplifies prior legislation that empowered local 

governments to:

ïReverse these conditions

ïPromote advancement of community interests

Background
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ÅThe redevelopment process

ÅRoles/responsibilities of the governing body, 

planning board, and any redevelopment entity

ÅCriteria for òarea in needó designation

ÅContents of the redevelopment plan

ÅUse of eminent domain to acquire property (for 

condemnation òarea in needó projects)

Statute Establishes:
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As of 2013, LRHL establishes separate 

designations for òCondemnationó and 

òNon-Condemnationó redevelopment 

areas

Condemnation vs. Non-Condemnation
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ÅAdopt a redevelopment plan, which identifies how 

an area will be developed

ÅIssue bonds for redevelopment

ÅAcquire property

ÅLease or convey property without having to go 

through the public bidding process

ÅCollect revenue from a selected developer 

ÅGrant tax exemptions and abatements

LRHL Powers:
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Local Redevelopment and

Housing Law (LHRL)

Statutory Criteria
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Statutory Criteria
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Deterioration and 
Unwholesome 
Living/Working 
Conditions

criteria A
Discontinuance/
Abandonment/
Disrepair of 
Buildings

criteria B
Public; and 
Privately owned 
lands vacant for 
10+ years

criteria C
Obsolete Site
Layout and 
Design

criteria D

Lack of Proper 
Use Resulting in 
Stagnant 
Condition

criteria E
Fire and 
Natural
Disasters

criteria F
Urban
Enterprise
Zones
(UEZ)

criteria G
Consistency
with Smart
Growth
Principles

criteria H



All properties within a Redevelopment 

Area do not need to meet the Statutory 

Criteria to be included in the designated 

area.

Imposition of Criteria:
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Property Description
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Block 60.03 Lot 26
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10.65 Acres


